Haematological and histological findings in birds experimentally infected with highly pathogenic H5N2 avian influenza virus.
Experimental infection of specific-pathogen-free (SPF) Leghorn chickens with a highly pathogenic H5N2 avian influenza virus produced cellular hyperplasia in the bone marrow at 36 hours post infection (hpi) and haematological evidence of monocytosis, thrombocytopenia and heterophilia was also detected. An early, significant and progressive haematological change was thrombocytopenia starting at 24 hpi without an increase of prothrombin time. The findings suggest that highly pathogenic avian influenza virus interferes only with the primary haemostatic mechanisms by consumption of thrombocytes, while the secondary haemostatic mechanisms remain intact.